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THE PUPIL, THEN AND NOW

{_E. PADMANABAN o A L. 7.

A pllpil of the ]'ligh School
filfty years ago was a pleasing
contrast to the pupil of the pre-
sent day. He 'was generally
dressed in dhotie and coat with a
felt cap on his head, sometimes
with a modest tuft hanging be-
hind below the cap, He would
walk to school in all humility
typical of a good citizen under
foreign rule, discussing with his
friends a problem in mathema-
tics or a theorem in geometry or
the causes for the decline of the
Moghul Empire or nothing is
lost when a candle burns or
quoting lines from Gray’s Elegy
or lines from Shakespeare, At
school he was faithful and obe-
dient to his teachers whom he
adored and respected for his
wide learning and often won-
dered ‘how that one small head
carried all that he knew'. He
listened with rapt attention to
what the teacher said and faith-
fully recorded all that be needed.
He was able tosift the important
from the unimportant and made
a judicious selection of the im-
portant points for preparation
for the examination His aim
was to learn much, to read more
and gather as much knowledge
as possible knowledge for know-
ledge sake. He had a settled
hand, the result of regular copy-
writing in the lower classes and
the script of all his friends was
of the same form - it was upright
and steady with all the loops

Disteict  Educalional Olficer, Salem.)

and with the t's crossed and i’s
dotted, legible and clear

The pupil of the pressent
day is generally seen in shorts,
white, blue or khaki, and a shirt,
bush shirt or slacks., Hs gene-
rally carries his booksin a hand-
bag and walks with an air of
freedom. On the way to school
he discusses with his friends the
latest picture. the wonderful ac-
ting of Sivaji Ganesan or Gemini
Ganesan, the beauty of the
heroine and the make-up, the
excellent love scene in the pie-
ture, the wonderful direction of
the picture, the good or bad
recording of sound and he hums
or sings one or two of the tavou-
rite song hits. At school he sits
in his class listening to his mas-
ter with the fervent hope that
questions and answers will be
dictated and he need not bother
about enriching his knowledge.
He develops a peculiar skill of
copying down anything written
on the black board with a few
mistakes of his own perhaps a
display of some originality. He
crams the questions and answers
and finds himself at sea when
questions are modified or diffie-
rently worded at the examina-
tion. ‘The hand writing is unset-
tled, often illegible and clumsy.

He is eager to play his part
as a democratic citizen and is
highly conscious of his freedom,
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RANDOM THOUGHTS
Collection by:

T:. P. NATESAN 8. 4.8.L.

The Art of conversation
does not consist in unmea-
ning in terrogatories,

Dr. Johnson.

¥

To live is to learn, No
one lives or learns who
never quits respectability,

Disraeli.
¥

“The most loser in poli-
tics is the man with a grie-
vance — a grievance
against elector. a grievan-
ce against his collegue,
a grievance against his
chief who has passed
him over or given an
unsuitable office. His
complaints may be per-
fectly legitimate but the
fatal thing is to be com-
plainant. In no profession
i it more important Lo
conceive a wound or more
dangerous to endeavour to
retaliate on those who
have offended you."

]J. A. Spencer.
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Progress of Secondary Education in the 5a i
: During the Fifty Years 1912-1962.

(The vear of the

Golden Jubilee of the Board High School
Tiruchengode.)

(R NARAYANASAMI B.A L. 7. Head Master, Retired )

When I was asked to contri-
bute something for the Golden
Jubilee commemoration volume
of the Board High School,
Tiruchengode, I was at a loss to
find a theme. After pondering
over for long, 1 could not think
of any weighty subject fit to
adorn the pages of the volume.
It struck me that I could scribble
a few lines about the progress
of Secondary Education during
the period 1912—62. My reason
for the choice of the subject is
that 1 entered service as a
teacher in the Board High School,
Namakkal, in 1917 and has been
alm ost continuously connected
in some way or other with Secon-
dary Education in the District.

In 1917 there were only two
Secondary Schools in Salem town
and one in the mofussil, the
Board High School, Namakkal
There was a Middle School
sprouting in Velur The High
Schools at Salem were run by

the Municipality and the Londg,
Missionary Society (The C §, |
now). The High School

Namakkal was run by Taly
Board. Two years after. Lorg

Pentland. the GGovernor of Mad.
ras who held the Education port.
folio conceived the 1dea gf
expanding Secondary Education
and four incomplete Secondary
Schools were opened two in the
North at Dharmapuri and
Krishnagiri and two in the south
Rasipuram and Tiruchengnde
A year after Secondary Educa-
tion was transferred to the Dist-
rict Board. More High Schools
were started by the District
Board during the time of the
stewardship of the last three
Presidents of the District Board
There was a phenomenal rise in
the number of High Schoolsin
the District. In the private
sector also three more schools
the Litlle Flower School, Gokul-
natha Hinduy Mahajana Hig!
School, Bharathi Vidyalaya Higl



Sehonl started, not 1o
speak of a number of Municipal
Branch High High
Schools at Taramangalam and
Liiigam were also opencd, So
Salem which had been considered
an Educationally backward Dist.
rict can boast of more than a
hundred High School both for
Boys and Girls, thanks to the
liberal Educational policy of
Madras Government during the
Second Five Year Plan.

waore

Schools,

Buildings: Excepting the
few schools which were started
within a vear or two, all the
High schools are housed in
spacious buildings.  When Sri
Nachiappa Goundar, of revered
memory. was the president of the
District Board, he stipulated only
two conditions. whenever people
approached him for opening a
bigh school in their locality, of
a pucca building to house the
classes and other ILECESSAry rooms,
and a minimum of five acres of
land suitable for play ground,
T'he District Board supplied the
lurniture. equipped the labora-
tory. appointed and paid the
stafl. Private managements were
not  behind hand in providing
buildings and play-grounds for
their schools,

14

Strength of the schools
lthere

In

twenty
pupils in the sixth Form in the

High school at Namakkal
13 the number

197 Were

only

that
of pupils who
had the benefit of the secondary
education in the mofussil. were
only twenty Fifteen years after
the high school Krishnagiri
had a strength under four hund-
red, was considered uneconomic.
and instead of the Head Master
being a supernumerary L T was
made to work as one of the I, T.
assistants. But since then the
educational policy has tended to
become more and more liberal.
For instance the High School at
Bargur had only one class, the
Fourth Form, as the American
Missouri mission who ran a
higher elementary school objec-
ted to the opening of the lower
forms.  Yet Bargur High School
had all the paraphernalia of
stafl a Tamil Pandit, a Physical
Education Teacher, a Drawing
Master, an Attender, peons,
besides a Head - Master, the
strength of the school being a
dozen.  Again we have a high
school at Bandehalli with the
strength less than a hundred,
That the policy of the Govern-
ment has been

most liberal is



am the fact that the
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there werc d :
high schools remitted collections
I lﬂ RH‘ '.1{_][.}[‘!:' l]Er

ile now the maximum
4ﬂ|ll"'

freec now,

amounting

month. Wh ;
remittances fall short of Rs.

per mensenl.

staff: All the Seccondary
schools have their full comple-
ment of staff, though in the last
decade there was some shortage.

General Conditions of the
High Schools: Salem Secondary
Schools have earned a name

for efficiency during the years.
All the high Schools are well
equipped; they provide for all

20

the extra curricular activities;

scouting, A C C, and N. C C.
groups. They have won laurels
in the presidency sports meets:
All this is due to the fostering
care of the management, who
have bestowed the most loving
care upon educational instity-
tions. The Inspectorate over
the half century have almost all
u_fthfm very helpful in rende-
nng proper advice to the
progress of the institutions,

Before concluding, T myyst
make mention of the latest faci

lities available for school g0oing
children which help wvery |argt
sumber of children taking ¢,
education. The present Dire,
tor' of Public Instruction hy,
successfully launched upon ty,
schemes, the mid-day meals anq
free clothing for the poor pupils,
These schemes have enableg
children from very poor strata
of society to take to studies
Children whose ancestors for
generations past had been illjte.
rate, are mow thronging the
highest classes of the Secondary
Schools. This present head of
education will be gratefully
remembered by militons of child.
ren for heis feeding their hungry
stomachs, covering their naked-
ness, and providing them with
sight  sreirgpnd erog s s @5 Qemrar
S,

I am sure that the next few
years may see a net work of high
schools within distances of less
than a mile-all humming with
the noise of hundreds of children
so that in the next census, the
literacy percentage may rise up
to more than ninety. May we all
do our bit to realize that dream

*
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Specialists in supplyol Tools for Bifurcated Courses of

Engineering & Agriculture.

A. M. HASSANALLY & Cco.,

34, LINGHI CHETTY STREET,
MADRAS-1,

PSS TS TSRS S S RS TS B

QUALITY BOOKS

SUITABLE FOR PRESCRIPT!ON AS TEXT BOOKS
for Standard VII
SEIMURAI GANITHAaM by T. K. Ramusnathan Filizi

SAMOOHA ARIVU NOOL by M. R. Srinivasan
h for Standard VIII _
by M. R. Smaivasan

SAMOOHA ARIVU NOOL .
PODU VIGNANAM by % "'l;i ‘E;T;ii;?,‘f’;ﬁi

WARNHA HINDI BHARATI by §. T. Balaraman
by Vidwan G. Vilvapathi &

MOOVAR TAMIL ILAKKIYA MALAI :
two others

MOOVAR TAMIL ILAKKANAM by Vidwan G. Vilvapathy
by Vidwan G. Vilvapthy &

MANTHIRAKKULI T. R. Srinivasan

SEETHAK KATHIYUM SENTAMIL PULAVARUM by K. M. K. Abdul Kadie

Specimen copies will be sent on reguest
1o prescribing suthorities for perusal and patronage

For further particulars and detniled catalogue pleass writ
wWaARDHA PU BLISHING HOUSE,

g o

Educational Fublishers, MADRAS -5
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"~ OXFORD PUBLISHING

14781962

THE OXFORD UNIVERSITY PRESS is a Department
of the University of Oxford, It therefore has no shareholders
and subserves no private interest, Its function is the output
of scholarly and educational works, many of which are in
their nature unremunerative,

FIVE DECADES AGO the Oxford University Press came
to India (in 1912) since when the growth of the INDIAN
BRANCH has been steady. There can hardly be any subject
or language to which, through its many notable Indian
authors, the INDIAN BRANCH has not made some contri-
bution of worth. It now has the satisfcation of having
sustained the high traditions and ideals of the Oxford |
University Press in India for half a century.

OXFORD UNIVERSITY PRESS
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